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The Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) does not oppose the concept of 
managed recharge per se.  IDFG has and will continue to work cooperatively with the 
Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR) to identify and evaluate potential impacts 
to fish and wildlife resources resulting from implementation of large-scale managed 
recharge on the Eastern Snake River Plain.  Some, but not all, of IDFG concerns include 
mimicking (as closely as possible) natural flow patterns in the Snake River; providing 
adequate flows for sturgeon spawning and rearing in the Snake River below Bliss; 
providing adequate winter flow in the South Fork Snake River below Palisades Dam; and 
wintertime pool levels in American Falls Reservoir.  Currently, the information necessary 
to assess the specific impacts to fish and wildlife from managed recharge is limited.  The 
range of potential flows to be diverted and timing of those diversions is not specifically 
known. Biological data on the effects of various flows on fish populations and habitats on 
a seasonal basis is limited. The effects of recharge on terrestrial habitats and wildlife 
cannot be assessed until specific recharge projects are proposed that identify the site, 
timing of inundation, and amount of land flooded.  IDFG will continue to work jointly 
with IDWR to develop flow regimes that attempt to minimize impacts and hopefully 
provide benefits to fish and wildlife resources.   
  


